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The Sun Curve Design Challenge
If you had to grow your food using innovative and sustainable processes, where would it take you? What science and technology would support your ideas? What design principles would guide your solutions?
ISKME is facilitating a teacher-student collaboration program and competition called the Sun Curve Design Challenge, focusing on open-source curriculum for science inquiry and design innovation. To compete in the Challenge, students will create, test, and document their own designs and ideas around sustainable agriculture and renewable energies. Student-led designs and teacher-led curriculum will be shared and best-of-the-best will receive recognition awards.
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How Do Teachers Get Involved?
· Join ISKME’s Sun Curve Design Challenge Workshop Saturday November 21, 2009, at the Tech Museum of Innovation in San Jose, CA. Contact Megan Simmons, Education Program Manager, for more information about this profes​sional development course being offered free of charge to 20 teachers at megan@iskme.org or 650.728.3322
· Collaborate during the school year in an online work​space where students and teachers can find resources, communicate, and safely share with each other: wiki.oercommons.org/mediawiki/index.php/Sun_Curve_Challenge
· Design and document working models via video, slideshow, or other method with students in the Sun Curve Design Challenge

What will teachers gain by participating in the Sun Curve Design Challenge?

· Active science and multidisciplinary approaches to learning using easy-to-procure lab and art materials

· Open access to lessons and other materials on problem-based learning, especially in environmental studies, sustainable living, green technology, and design thinking

· Practice with finding and sharing resources with others and using online networking and digital media tools and methods and an introduction to licensing that makes content legal to adapt and share online

· Introduction to the Sun Curve Design Challenge, a student-teacher collaboration and competition around new open learning resources
· Continued online support and networking through OER Commons (www.oercommons.org) online network and education programs

About ISKME

The Institute for the Study of Knowledge Management in Education, (ISKME) (www.iskme.org), is an independent, nonprofit research institute, located in Half Moon Bay, CA, that helps schools, colleges, universi​ties, and the organizations that support them expand their capacity to collect and share information, apply it to well-defined problems, and create human-centered, knowledge-driven environments focused on learning and success. ISKME created, OER Commons an online teaching and learning network, that brings together over 20,000 high quality educational resources available for anyone to use and reuse, importantly, through facilitating and educating about teacher-led knowledge sharing processes.

About INKA and the Sun Curve

The Sun Curve, created by INKA Biospheric Systems (www.inka.fm), is a self-sustaining aquaponic food growing system. Powered by solar panels and a wind turbine, it grows food vertically, using the water and nutrients from the fish pond.

